OCT. 3.2005 4:27PM 



919-854-1401 MBS&S 



NO. 0671 P. 3 



Attorney Docket No. 5577-230 
Application Serial No. 09/833,925 
FUed: April 12, 2001 
Page 2 



Listing of Claims: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of distributii:^ workload between a plurality of 
servers, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of requests over a first connection; 

parsing the plurality of requests to determine application layer information 
associated with each of the plurality of requests; 

selecting destination servers for corresponding ones of the plurality of requests based on 
the deteraiined ^plication layer information associated with each of the plurality of requests; 
and 

distributing the plurality of requests to the corresponding selected destination servers 
over a plurality of second connections associated with respective ones of the destination serverSj^ 
wherein selecting destination servers for coirespondine ones of die plurality of requests 
comprises: 

determining if the determined application layer information associated with each 
of the plurality of requests is relevant application layer information: 

selecting one of a subset of the destination servers if the application layer 
information associated with each of the plurality ofrequests is relevant application layer 
informatiom and 

selecting a destination server other than a destination server in the subset of the 
destination servers if the application layer infomiation associated with each of the 
plurality of requests is not relevant applicatinn layer infoTmarion . 

2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , ^^erein the first connection 
comprises an HTTP 1.1 connection. 

3 . (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein parsing the plurality of 

requests comprises: 

determining a start point and an end point for each of the plurality of requests within the 
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first connection; and 

identifying application layer iiiformation within each of the plurality of requ^. 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein the application layer 
information comprises layer 7 information and above. 

5. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein the application 

layer infottnation comprises at least one of a type of request, a client identification, an individual 
user identification, and a cookie. 

6. (Original) A method of Claim 1, wherein the plurality of requests comprise a 
plurality of Hypertext Transport Protocol(HTTP) requests. 

7. (Cancelled), 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of Claim [[7]] i, wherein selecting one of a 
subset of the destination servers if the application layer information associated with each of the 
plurality of requests is relevant application layer information, further comprises: 

determining a load associated with respective destination servers in the subset of 
destination servers; and 

* 

selecting the destination server in the subset of the destination servers based on the 
determined load. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of Claim [[7]] L wherein the subset of 
destination servers includes at least one server which is to receive requests having an indication 
of high priority, and wherein the indication of high priority is determined based on the existence 
and nonexistence of relevant application layer informatiorL 

1 0. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein distributing the plurality of 
requests comprises; 



PAGE 4/17 * RCVD AT 10OI2005 4:25:44 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF^/31 * [18:2738300 * CSID:919 854 1401 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0M2 



OCT. 3. 2005 4:28PM ' 919-854-140 1 MBS&S 



NO. 0671 P. 5 



Attorney Docket No. 5577-230 
Application Serial No. 09/833,925 
Filed: April 12, 2001 
Page 4 

determining if a second connection associated with a selected destination servers exists; 

establishing the second connection to the selected destination server if the second 
connection does not exist; 

distributing a request to the selected destination servers over the second connection; and 

repeating the determining, establishing and distributing for each of the plurality of 
requests. 

1 1 . (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein receiving, parsings 
selecting and distributing are carried out by an application executing on a data processing 
system. 

12. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , further comprising tracldiig the 
plurality of requests and a plurality of corresponding responses to the plurality of requests. 

1 3. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein distributing the plurality of 
requests, comprises: 

touting the plurality of requests using network address translation at a routing layer of a 
communication protocol stack, 

14. (Original) A method according to Claim 13, wherein routing the plurality of 
requests further comprises routing the plurality of requests using session control translation at the 
routing layer of the cotmnunxcation protocol stack. 

1 5. (Original) A method according to Claim 14, vslierein routing the plurality of 
requests includes routing the corresponding responses to the plurality of requests using networic 
address translation at a routing layer of a commxmication protocol stack. 

16. (Original) A method of distributing workload between a plurality of servers, 
wherein each of the plurality of servers is executing an instance of an application which 
communicates over a network such that each of a plurality of HTTP requests within a single 
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HTTP 1.1 connection to the application may be distributed to any one of the plurality of servers, 
the method comprising: 

defining a subset of the plurality of servers which are to receive HTTP requests having an 
indication of high priority; 

establishing an HTTP 1.1 connection responsive to receiving a request for an HTTP 1.1 
connection to the appUcation over the network; 

receiving a first Hypertext Transport Protocol(HTTP) request within the HTTP 1.1 
connection; 

parsing the first HTTP request to determine if the first HTTP request has an 
indication of high priority based on application layer information mcluded in the first HTTP 
request; and 

distributing the first HTTP request to one of the subset of the plurality of 
servers over a first connection if the first HTTP request has an indication of high priority. 

1 7. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 6, further comprising: 
distributing the first HTTP request to a server other than a server in the subset of the 

destination servers if the first HTTP request does not have an indication of high prioiity- 

1 8. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 6, further comprising: 
receiving a second HTTP request within the HTTP 1 . 1 connection 

parsing the second HTTP request to determine if the second HTTP request has an 
indication of high priority based on application layer information included in the second HTTP 
request; 

distributing the second HTTP request to one of the subset of the plurality of 
servers over a second connection if the second HTTP request has an indication of high priority; 
and 

repeating the receiving, parsing and distributing steps for each subsequent 
HTTP request received within the HTTP l.I connection. 

1 9. (Original) A method according to Claim 16, wherein distributing the first HTTP 
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request, further comprises: 

deteimining a load associated with respective servers in the subset of the plurality of 
servers; and 

distributing the first HTTP request to the server in the subset of the plurality of servers 
based on the determined load. 

20. (Original) A method according to Claim 16, wherein the indication of high 
priority is based on the existence and nonexistence of relevant application layer information. 

2 1 , (Original) A method according to Claim 20, wherein the application 

layer information comprises at least one of a type of request, a client identification, an individual 
user identification, and a cookie. 

22, (Original) A method according to Claim 20, wherein the application layer 
information comprises layer 7 information and above. 

23, (Original) A method according to Claim 16, wherein parsing the first HTTP 
request comprises: 

determining a start point and an end point for the first HTTP request within the HTTP 1.1 
connection; 

identifying application layer infonnation within the first HTTP request; and 
determining if the application layer information is relevant 4)plication layer information. 

24. (Original) A method according to Claim 16, wherein distributing the first flTTP 
request comprises: 

determining if a first coimection exists; 

establishing the first connection if the first connection does not exist; and 
distributing the first HTTP request over the first cotmection. 

25. (Original) A method according to Claim 16, wherein the steps of defining, 
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receiving, parsing, and distributing are <^rried out by an application executing on a data 
processing system. 

26- (Original) A method according to Claim 1 6, further comprising tracking the 
HTTP request and a corresponding response to the HTTP request. 

27. (Original) A method according to Claim 16, wherein distributing the first HTTP 
request comprises: 

routing the first HTTP request using network address translation at a routing layer at a 
communication protocol stack. 

28. (Original) A method according to Claim 27, wherein routing the first HTTP 
request fiirther comprises routing the first HTTP request using session control translation at the 
routing layer at the communication protocol stack. 

29. (Original) A method according to Claim 28, wherein routing the first HTTP 
request includes routing the corresponding response to the first HTTP request using network 
address translation at a routing layer of a communication protocol stack. 

3 0 . (Currently Amended) A system for distributing workload between a plurality of 
servers, comprising: 

means for receiving a plurality of requests over a first connection; 

means for parsing the plurality of requests to determine application layer information 
associated with each of the plurality of requests; 

means for selecting destination servers for corresponding ones of the plurality of requests 
based on the determined application layer information associated with each of the plurality of 
requests; and 

means for distributing the plurality of requests to the corresponding selected destination 
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servers over a plurality of second connections associated with respective ones of the destination 
servers, wh^ei n the means for selecting destination servers for corresponding ones of the 
plurality of requests comprises: 

means fo r determining if the determined application layer mformation a^ociated 
with eac h of the plurality of reqxiests is relevant application layer information: 

means for selecting one of a subset of the destination servers if the a^lication 
layer information associated with each of the plurality of requests is relevant application 
layer information: and 

means for selecting a destination server other than a destination server in the 
subset of the desti nation servers if the application laver information associated with each 
of the Plurality of requests is not relevant application layer information . 

3 1 . (Original) A system for distributing workload between a plurality of servers, 
wherein each of the plurality of servers is executing an instance of an application which 
communicates over a network such that each of a plurality of HTTP requests vdthin a smgle 
HTTP 1.1 connection to the application may be distributed to any one of the plurality of servers, 
comprising; 

means for defining a subset of the plurality of servers which are to receive HTTP requests 
having an indication of high priority; 

means for establishing an HTTP 1.1 connection responsive to receiving a request for an 
HTTP 1 . 1 connection to the application over the network; 

means for receivmg a first Hypertext Transport Pix?tocol(HTTP) request within the HTTP 
1.1 connection; 

means for parsing the first HTTP request to d^emine if the fu:st HTTP 
request has an indication of high priority based on application layer information included in the 
first HTTP request; and 

means for distributing the first HTTP request to one of the subset of the 
plurality of servers over a first connection if the first HTTP request has an indication of high 
priority. 
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32- (Currently Amended) A computer program product for distributing woridoad 
between a plurality of servers, comprising: 

a computer readable program medium having computer readable program code embodied 
therein^ the computer readable program code comprising: 

computer readable program code which receives a plurality of requests over a first 
connection; 

computer readable program code which parses the plurality of requests to determine 
application layer infonnation associated with each of the plurality of requests; 

computer readable program code which selects destination servers for corresponding ones 
of the plurality of requests based on the determined application layer information associated with 
each of the plurality of requests; and 

computer readable program code which distributes the plurality of requests to the 
corresponding selected destination servers over a plurality of second connections associated with 
respective ones of the destination server s, wherein the computer readable program code 
configured to se lect destination servers for corrcsiKjnding ones of the plurality of requests 
comprises: 

computer re adable program code configured to determine if the determined 
application layer in formation associated with each of the plurality of requests is relevant 
application layer information; 

computer readable p mpraTn r ode configured to select one of a subset of the 
destination servers if the application layer information associated with each of the 
plurality of requests is relevant atn)lication layer information: and 

computer readable program code configured to select a destination server other 
than a destination server in the subset of the destination servers if the application layer 
information associated with each of the plurality of requests is not relevant application 
layer information . 

3 3 . (Original) A computer program product for distributing workload between a 
plurality of servers, wherein each of the plurality of servers is executing an instance of an 
application which communicates over a network such that each of a plurality of HTTP requests 
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within a single HTTP 1.1 connection to the application may be distributed to any one of the 
plurality of servers, compnsing: 

a co^^)lrte^ readable program medium having computer readable program code embodied 
therein, the computer readable program code comprising: 

computer readable program code which defines a subset of the plurality of serveis which 
are to receive HTTP requests having an indication of high priority; 

computer readable program code which establishes an HTTP 1.1 connection responsive 
to receiving a request for an HTTP 1 . 1 connection to the application over the network; 

computer readable program code which receives a first Hypertert Transport 
Protocol(HTTP) request within the HTTP 1 . 1 connection; 

computer readable program code which parses the first HTTP lequest to 
determine if the first HTTP request has an indication of high priority based on application layer 
information included in the first inrp request; and 

computer readable program code which distributes the first HTTP request to 
one of the subset of the plurality of servers over a first connection if the first HTTP request has 
an itxdication of high priority. 



PAGE 11/17 ' RCVD AT 1013/2005 4:25:44 PM [Eastern Daylight fime] ' SVI^USPTO-EFXRF-eiSI ' DNiS:2738300 ' CSID:919 854 1401 ' DURATION M:0642 



